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One Cachers Opinion: New Year

Challenges, Fun

BY TEACHER MIKE

There has been a trend over the |
past year in the GONIL area for
the creation of more and more
challenge caches. At the time of
writing there are currently twenty-
two challenges in lllinois with
twenty-one of them being located
in the GONIL territory. Over the
past year people have expressed
their feelings for them and against
them. Some so strong that their
phrase for these caches are, Olgn
Click.O For those unfamiliar with

Challenge Caches, these are caches

where you must Pnd X number of
cachesina
certain category to log the bnd.
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One Cachers Opinion:
Continued from Page 1

A couple examples include:
GONIL 2008 COTM
Challenge (GC1GCDH)
where you need to Pnd so
many of the GONIL

COTM nominees and
winners to log the bnd.

The One Busy Day: The
lllinois Icon Challenge
(GC1J6BJ) where you need
to bnd 6 different cache
Icons in one day.

The Challenging Challenge
Challenge (GC1KVM6).
Some people think these are
a lot of work, which they
are. Some think they are
stupid and uncalled for. But
these challenges have been
around for a while. They all
started back with State
County Challenges and the
DeLorme Map Challenges.
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people out of their comfort
zones and they do force
people to see different
things. For example when
working on the Zipping up
Chicago: The 606 Challenge
(GC1DYF6), | went to parts
of Chicago that | have never
been to or even realized
were parts of Chicago. This
has been the case with most
challenges | have tried to
complete. Do | go just after
these challenges on a given
day? Sometimes yes and
sometimes no. But mainly |
use these challenges to pick
where | will go caching in a
day. One prime example of
this is The GONIL Nine
County Classic Challenge
(GC1AQZ3). For the past
year, | have picked an area
with one or two classics,
gone and found them, and

These were challenges set up then cached out the day

for people to see parts of a
state they might not have
seen before. | personally am
all for the challenges as long
as they stay reasonable and
obtainable. | think these
caches are a great way to get

there. Knowing the classics
are spread out all over the
twelve counties, it has had
me go all over the territory

to hunt caches | might not
have visited. Actually on
those hunts it has introduced
me to some great caches and
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series. Honestly out of the
twenty-two challenges will |
ever get them all? Probably
not. But by accomplishing
some of these challenges
here it will allow me to Pnd a
few other caches in other
states which is always nice
when traveling. So | guess
my Pnal word on challenges
is they open some peoples
caching worlds a little bit
more on each hunt. And as
always if these challenges are
not your cup of tea you
donOt need to hunt them, or
Olgnore, Click.O
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Where am 1?

By: Team Mysticangel-Tom

It has happened to all of us one
time or another whether we
want to admit it or not. We are
out on a cache run searching for
the large ammo box in the
woods. As we keep looking at
our GPSr and looking down (so
we donOt trip over the numerous
hazards) to locate the bootie, we
lose our satellite because of the
thick summer canopy.

No worries, there it is... Hootie |
found it! We sit down and open
the cache, trade a few items and
sign the log book. Then it hits
us, we forgot to mark the
Geomobile as a waypoint.
Where are we? And to make
matters worse, still no reception
on the GPSr. Did | mention |
forgot to put new batteries in
also? Now we are faced with
two questions. Do we try to
back track our foot steps

or just stumble around until we
Pnd our way out?

| have found that if | take a few
precautions before going for the
Pnd, it makes things a lot more
enjoyable. First of all, | carry a
whistle and a compass in my

geo-bag. Secondly, | notice
where the sun is before | enter
the woods. Of course if it is at
night | use the moon or stars. If
| walk into the woods and the
sun is on over my left shoulder,
then the sun must be over my
right shoulder to get back out.
The same goes for the moon or
stars.

For stars, pick out a
constellation familiar to you.

Now you may ask what I do if it
is overcast, no sun, moon or
stars, it is very simple. Stand at
your starting point and take a
compass reading of where you
are and the direction you will be
heading. LetOs say you are
heading north. When you Pnd
the cache just follow the
compass heading south. It is not
that hard to navigate out if you
follow these simple precautions.

As for the whistle, when all else
fails, blow your heart out on it
and maybe someone will hear
you and come to your rescue.
You could use your cell phone
and call for some help. Oh no!
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Another thing | forgot to check
before going into the woods...
Dead cell battery.

What are some of the
precautions you take before
going to an unfamiliar area for
a cache hunt?

And remember: Cache
trash out Leave no trace.

in B
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Poison vy
By: Team Mysticangel Tom

Rhus toxicodendron Family
Anacardiaceae

Characteristics:

* Leaves 3-parted, long-stalked.
Poison ivy leaves come in
multiple shapes and textures;
they can be stiff, leathery, or
thin, hairy or hairless, shiny or
dull, toothed or not, and
reddish when young, 4-14".

* Plant grows erect or as a
trailing vine with small,
yellowish Flowers. * Fruits
small, smooth, white and
round, clustered.
* Height: 2-5'
climbing.
Natural History: * Flowers May
- July.

* Fruits August - November. *
Habitat: Young woodlands,
thickets, path edges, sand
dunes, walls.

when not

* Range: Eastern United States.
* Native.

Connections!

* Poison ivy is POISONOUS!
Avoid it, every part of the plant
contains oil that inRames skin
and results in painfully itchy
blisters and rashes. It also
spreads incredibly easily, so
touching a part of your body
with poison ivy and then
touching another part of your
body or someone else will
transfer the oil.

What is the best course of
action when you've come in
contact with poison ivy? Water
alone actually spreads the oil,

so wash the affected area as
soon as possible with a strong

soap.
* Numerous species of birds
feast on the berries of the
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poison ivy plant. Indeed,
humans seem to be the only
species unable to tolerate the
plant's oils.
http://www.gpnc.org/

poison.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org wiki/

Poison_ivy
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